
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023124 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councits, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*:
. where the higher Lf gros" income or gross expenditule exceeded t25,000 but did not exceed

86.5 million; or
. where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was f25'000

or less but that:
. are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
. have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on comPleting Form 3 of the Annual Governance and

AccountabilitY Return 2023124

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incuned gross exPenditure 
,

exceeding €2s,0oo.r"t *riptete Form 3 of theAnnuil Govemance andAccountability Retum atthe

end of eaitr financial year in accordane with Prcper Pmctbes.

2. The Annuat Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

. The Annua! lnternalAudit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.

. sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority-

. Section 3 is completed by the extema! auditor and will be retumed to the authority-

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Govemance Statement, before approving Section 2'

Accounting statemenis, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage

before 1 JulY 2024,

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding f25'000 or an authority with

neither income nor expendiure exceeding f2s,000, but which is unaHe to ertify itself as exempt, or is

requesting a limited assurance review, must retum to the extemal auditor by email or post (not both)

no later than 30 June 2024. Reminder letters will incur a charge of t40 +VAT:

. theAnnual Govemance andAccountability Retum Sections 1 and2, together with

. a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2024

. an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the awunting statements

. notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

. Annual lnternal Audit Report 2023124

unless requested, do not send any additionaldoorments toyour extemal auditor- Your extemal audttorwill

ask for any additional doclmenb needed.

Once the extemal auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the

Annual Governance and Accountability Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 - External Auditor Report

and Gertificate will be retumed to the authority by email or post. " '

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on

the authoritY website/webPage :

Before 1 July 2024 authorites must publish:
. Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements

are as yet unaudited;
. Section 1 - Annual Governance Statemenl2O23t24, approved and signed, page 4

. section 2 - Accounting statem enls 2023124, approved and signed, page 5

Not laterthan 30 september 2024 authorities must publish:

. Notice of conclusion of audit

. Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

. sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. lt

is necommended as best practice, to avoid any potentialconfusion by localelecfors and interested

parties, that you also publish theAnnua! tntemalAudil Report, page 3-

The Annud Govemance and Accor.rntabnity Retum constiMes the annual refum refuired to in the Amunts and Audit Regulations z)15'

. Thoughout" the vturts ,extemal ar"roltcr' trave tre o*" rn*rring as the upr& 'bcd audibr' in the Accounts and AuditResulations 2015'

yor a completelrst of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedute 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014'

Annual Govemance ardAccountabllity Retum 2023124 Form 3

Loiaf Co,rn<ils, lntemd-Drainage Boaids and otter Smaller Authotities*
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2023124

. The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners'GurUe* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year+nd and the subsequent uork by the extema! auditor-

. Make sure that the AGAR is conrflete (no highfighted boxes left empty) and is prcperty signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

. The authority should receive and note the Annual lntemalAudit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

. Use the cfrecklist provirled below to review the AGAR for completeness before retuming il to the extemal
auditor by email or post (not both) no laterthan 30 June 2024.

. The Annual Govemance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certiff the accounts (Section 2) before they are gesented to
the authority for approval- The autrodty must in this oder; mnsirler, approve and sign the accounts.

. The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practicalafterthe date of theAGAR approval.

. You must inform your extemal auditor about any change of Glerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authorityl owned generic email addresses and telephone numberc.

. Make sure that tfre copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your extemal auditor with the AGAR covers all

the bank accounts. lf the authority holds any short-term investnents, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The extemal auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box I on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and

Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Praditioners' Guide* -

. Explain fully significant varianes in the accounling statenrents on page 5. Do not iust serd a copy of the detated
accounting records instead of this explanation. The extemal auditor wants to know that you understand the

reasons for all variances. lnclude complete numerica! and nanative analysis to support the full variance.

. If the bank reconciliation is incomplete or variances not fully explained then additional costs may be incuned.

. Make surc that the acmunting statements add up and that the balance canied forward ftom the previous year
(Box 7 of 20231equals the balance bmught fonrard in the cunent year (Box 1 of 20241-

. The Responsible Financial fficer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, mrist set the @mmencement date for the

exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

. The authority must publistr on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, induding the perbd for the exercise of public rights and the name and

address of the extemal auditor benote I July 2024.

'furg7lp1t @ and Aglunfamily fur &nalerAndrorfu ln &ryfuld - a Wfurqe' Gulde b @ Pratr{icfls,,
wr be dourloaded torn wru.ndc.gov.uk orfiom ww.ada-orguk

Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum 2023124 Form 3
Local Councils, lntemal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*

Allsections Have all highlighted boxes been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exertise of puHic d,gttb, been provided furtte extemal auditot'?

InbmalAudit Report Havedl higNirrbdboesbeencondebd rytheinbrnd adibrandedanat*ns gwiOed

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no', has an explanation been published?

Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before
plesentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authoritfs appronal of the accounting statements been corfirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliatbn as at 3t llarch 202t[ been reconciled to Box 8?

Has an oelanatirn of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disc,losures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a

sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting stratements unless requested.
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2023124

Ne ft, ^ 
*-l*IucJOAL6 fl pnrlN l-es r,Cr k

'k\hq t ', // r**\h*'5-"r&.-Q* * (c .qspr.vt.r
During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority's intemal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, canied out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The intemal auditfor 202il24 has been canied out in accordane with this authority's needs and planned coverlge.
On the basis of the firdings in the areas examined, the intemal audit condusions are summarised in this table- Set
out below are the objectives of intemal control and alongside are the intemal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

A. Appropriate accounling reords have been properfy kept thmughout the financial year. {
B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all

eleenditure ras approved and VATwas appopdately accounted fur-

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arranqements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirernent resulted frorn an adequate budgetary prooesst progress against
the brxloet was requlady monitored: and rserves were approprbte.

E. Elqecied income was fr.dly received, based on corect gices, properly recoded and prompty
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Sdades to ernpbyee and allowances to menDers urere paU in accordance with this authodtys
approvds, and PAYE and Nl requirements wele property apdid.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly canied out during the year.

J. amuntiU staEnents Feped tuirq trc yswerc prepfled m the urect accounling b4$ (recq*s
and pay,nrents or income and erpenOiUre), agreed b tre cash booh srpported by an a@uate audit
hail frorn underlyirU remrds and uilrere appropdate dehors and credibrs rere propedy rccoded-

K. lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance revie.w in 2022123, it met the
exemption criteria and conectly declared itself exempt. (lf the authority had a limited assurance
review of its 202223 AGAR tick "not covered")

L. The authority puHtshed the required information on a websiteArebpage up to dab at the time of the
intemal attdit in amrdance with the relevant legisftatilrn.

M. ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority conectly provided for a period for the exeicise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2023-24 AGAR period,

were public rights in relation to the 2022-23 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The autrodty has complied uith tre puHicatim rcquiremenb tur 20nf23 AGAR
(seeAGAR Page l Guidance Notes).

O. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including ctraritable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

Fa ary drer ridr areas ifenffied by t*; arfrodty a@me oorffis e:d$d (ist any ofrter risk aeas m sepaaE sheets if neededl

Date(s) intemal audit undertaken

a 2-\ ar,,\ -LC-LLt:

Signatrre of person who
carie{, outhe intemal audit \)+g-,'"---^-^-^r.L

Name of percon who canied out the intemal audit

V.ltt"-ii6x1 L- A-{C$\\,{.QrJ > trC(S

Date er..\ov\2-qrz-\
*lf the response is 'no'please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control
ldentlfied (add separate sheeb if needed).

-lrlote: lf tre rcsponse b 'nd orrcred' pbase siab wh€n tte most regrt inHnd audit utotk was done in this aea ard when it b
nextflanert a, ilcovwagBb notre+f,erl, trearxrdhternd auditrcportrurstSinwtrynd(add sepaesheetsif needed).

Annuaf Govemance and Accountability Retum 2023124 Form 3
Local Councils, lntemal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023124

We acknowledge as the members of:

NA I t ro* h,,\n LSOri tG 0 nfU SN e€$ Nc/ t-*
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal contnol, induding alrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2O24,thal:

?lema provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheef, fur each 'No' response and describe
lrou fte authority will address the weaknesses i&rffied. These sheets mtst be publtshed with ffte Annual
Govemance Statement

Thisfuinual Govemance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

2a r]^-'r.
and recorded as minute reference:

00" P. r rL"-.1

h\t '. // n*-Nd^,\d.r t&"* -" q c,a6-6./'v\ q

Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum 2023124 Form 3 Page 4 of 6
Local Councils, lntemal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval ms given:

n/ A

chair ''iltq ( 1\,,Vr--.-
k\tll",\

Clerk

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
nanagefirentdudng trefar, and furthe prepamlion of
the accounting statements.

I
prcFrd its awunfngs{atements in ffi,damr€
wih tle Amurts andA{dfr fil€g.dafions.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemal control
induding measures designed to prevent and detect ftaud
ard orruption and revbwed its eftctiveness. f made proper arangements and accepted responsibility

for safeguarding the public money and resources in
fts charge-

3. lrUe bok d reasonabb sbps lo assrre orsdves
lhatllrere are no mtlers dactral orpotentid
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial efiect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
busirrcss or mauge ib finances.

,Bs uily dote wfirat,il ,ras &e ,qt6ll porw fo do and ltas
elrffi wlfr Ptryr&acfces ,h *tnag so-

4. We plwiled pmper opportunity dring the year fur
the exercise ddecrors'rt$ts h accodance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. {

&ttilrg tE ywgnve aI permns lntercsf€d tll€ Wilnfry b
h*ctand ask Suesfions aborl fus arfioafy's accounts

5. We canied out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
ti*s, hdudilg tte intodudim d internd contols andlq
exbmd irsurane coverwhete reqlired.

/
considercd and documented the financial and othernbks It
faces and dealt with them properly.

6. We maintained througtrcut tte year an adequde and
efiective system of intemal audit of the ac,counting
records and conbol systems.

aranged W a w@person, imlryarla* d ltp fuaacial
contrcls and procedurcs, to give an objective view on whether
intemal rcntuols meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate actinn on all maters raised
h rcportsftotn intend and er&mal andil

responded to matters brought to its attention by intemal and
efierndatldil

8. We consilered rrheffier any litiptftrn, liabilities or
commitrnents, events or tansadlms, occuning either
during or after the year+nd, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have induded them
in the actounting statements.

dsobsed ercryfinag ft shodd fiarc abouf ilS busircss aclndy
dwingtheyaear incrirdtg ercnts bkirrg plffi afterfrte year
end if relevant.

9. (Fa locd oLrftib d*y) Trust tuttds irduding
cfradEbb- ln our capacity as the sob maraging
tustee we disclaqed or accomtabif,ty
responsibilities for the fu nd(s/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

,rasme{aroffisrcVonsrcs wherc, asa Ny
orqde, ft is a sole alanagdqg tuscee d a M
an sf orfirsts.

!/



Section 2 -Accounting Statements 20231241or

r\rrI rcr\ \r\f.tSthtG fln{\t51l hor.,Cr L*

1. Balances brought
forward 

V ttz Gp
Total Mlances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as rearded in the financial remds. Value must agree to
Boxl of peviousyear

Total amount of precept (orfor lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any gnnts
received.

TMI ineome or reelpts as recorded in the cashboolc less
ttre plelcq6fu riattss/evbsreceftred (line 2)- lndude any

3. (+) Total ofter receipts r<11
Total expenditurc or papents made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross sa/anbs and wages,

Nl contibutions, employers pension
@ntibutilxrs" grafuil*x aN $t€rance pa)rments.

4. (-) Staff costs

ToH exrc;ditura u pyments d @pifa/ aN frteresf
made duing the year on the authority's borrcwings (it any).

Total expenditure or payments as rccorded in tlle cash-
Dookress starf oosb (Iine 4) and loe,n interc$lagital

Total balanes and resenrras at the end of the War. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).lt=6e

8. Totdvdueofcashard p
short term investnents h-=6 u

t1 +S + f*^J&
r l-1'l-CL.

'fi1dsm af il cwrcntand depsitfrinkawunts, cash
frpIdtirqs and shott term inwstrnents lmld as at 31 Mardt -
To agrce with'bank rcconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus )
long term investments
and assets

t ol r11 LcA?g
The value of all the property the authoity owns - it is made
up of all its lixed assefs and long term investments as af
31 Mardt-

10. Toftd bonorilings
/

The ouf$farding a1*tal Dribne as at 37 tibrch ot all bans
frontthid padbs QndudinS PtlllLB).

TIlc @trtcii,, asatrdymrpraite, acfsassole trrsfee and
r responsiDle tor managing Trust funds orassetl

11a. Disdosure note reTrustfunds
(nduding charitaUe)

The figurcs in the accounting statements above
exclude anv Trust transadions.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds

I cediry that for the year ended 31 tUarch ZI24 the Acounling
StatenrenB in this fuinud Govemance and Acountability
Refum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in

Govemance and Accountability for SmallerAuthorities - a
Praciitirners Guide to Proper Prac*ices and peentfairly
ttre financial position of this auttrcrity-

Signed by Responsible Financial OfFcer beforc being
presented to the authority for approval

\^ Jn \-5=

Date
*^l 5\uy

I confirm that thee Amunting Staterents rrere
approved by thb authority on this date:

1a1 s)La
as reoorded in minute reference:

N\c &La{ I hr,;.-1
Signed by Chair of tfe meeting where theAccounting
statements*ffm:L}-*^

Annud Govemance andAmor.rntability Retum 2O23f24 Fonn 3
Local Councils, lntemd Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuEtotities"
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Gertificate 2023124

ln respect of Nether Wlresdale Parish Council - LA0t49

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance rcview is set out by the National Audit offtce (NAo)' A

limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with

lnternationat Standards Ln elJiting (uK a tretindl and hence it does-not provide the same level of assuran@ that such an

audit would. The UK oovemment [as determineo tnit a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit

I appiopriate for those tocal public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assuran@ review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing se_ctions 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and

Accountabitity Return in lccoroance with NAo euoi[oi ouioance Note oi (noN 02) as issued by the NAo on behalf of the

corpiroir", ind Auditor Generat. AGN 02 is avaitable from the NAo website - https:/Arvww.nao.org.uucode-audit-

practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and.effective and that it has a sound

system of intemal control. The authority prepares an Annual Go-vernance and Accountability Return in accordance with

Prcper Practices which:

. summarises the accounting records forthe year ended 31 March 2024; and

. confirms and provides assirance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemal auditors'

2 External auditor's limited assurance inion 2023124
um (AGAR), in.our.opinion the information in

xions 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance wm eroper eiiiiiiJlna rio-<ittreimafeii have come to oii attentioh giving cause for concem

i,iiirrltegisiition and regulatory requirements have not been met'

the attention of the authoritY:

AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. The AGAR has been amended'

3 External auditor certificate 2023124
we certify that we have completed our review of sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability

Return, and discharged our iesponsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31

March 2024.
Extemal Auditor Name

PKF LTTLEJOHN LLP

Prcf ltqd", lLfExtemal Auditor Signature Date 1310912024

m2023l24 Form 3

t_ocat Councits, lntemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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Expfanationofamendmenuqthe AGAR 2023-2024 in-accordance with externaI auditor instruction

As per emai[ 23'd August 2024, Nether WyresdaLe Parish CounciI was informed that The AGAR was not
accuratety compLeted before submission for review. A standing order as at the year end has been
incorrectty included as a reconciling item in the bank reconciliation. The figures in Section 2, Boxes 4,7 and
8 shoutd read !4,335, 819,454, and t19,454 respectivety. This is in accordance with the practitioners
Guide 2023 which states:

"5.20. Direct debits and standing orders should always be accounted for on the date they clear the
bank. They should never appear on a bank reconcitiation."

The PC were requested to ensure that amendments are corrected in the prior year comparatives when
compl.eting next year's AGAR.

Further to the above, the auditor was contacted due to the fact that in the practitioners Guide 2023 it aLso
states (page 7):

"Section 5 of the guide provides supporting information and practical. examptes to assist smau.er authority
officers to manage their governance and financiat affairs and is not mandatory.,,

ln addition to which, the standing order referre dto (t270.27), refers to the cLerk sal.ary which shou[d have
been paid on 30th March and woutd be a payment not subject to cancettation.

The auditor exptained that it is a requirement for them to abide by the statement taid out in 5.20 and the pC
was instructed to carry out the instructions in accordance to the originaL emait with the addition that the
originaI form shoutd be amended, that the aforementioned figures shouLd be crossed out and correct
figures written next to them, that the cl.erk and chair shoul.d sign the changes and that the form be
resubmitted by the 30th September.


